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at work only to find that their loss of a day's pay had
gone in vain. I can't stress enough that this amount is
very, very small considering the tex'rible amounts oi
money that we spend in our criminal Justice system for
the cziminal. Now let me tell you what this small amount
of money will go for. It will go to an administrator in
the City of Omaha who will oversee volunteers, volunteers
who perhaps have been victims themself and know the
traumatic and the hurt and the rage and the fury and the
frustration that goes along with being a victim, This
also «111 include those students at the university who
are going through the process in their education and who
are interested in assisting and they do this all without
pay, many times without thanks, because they caxe. Now
we have a program in Lincoln and we have a program in
%carney and in Lincaln, which I know I am the most famil­
iar with and which many oi you are familiaz' with, this
program has been astoundingly successful. 'Por the iixst
time, according to FBI statist1cs, and I passed you out a
little handout which calls attention to this. Lincoln has
the place of number one as the safest city in the
United States of America and I think that we owe some
recognition to the victim witness unit and to the chap­
laincy corps which works hand in hand with this unit
w1th the administrator ovez'seeing and training these
volunteers. This will he located in the police station, right
from the very first that a victim is first contacted
and carried through the cximinal Justice process • Some
require more than others, that 1s true, but at least
there is contact and someone to carry through a volun­
teer throughout the criminal Justice system. Omaha has
made a commitment and we have Just started chaplaincy
group which w111 be on call which is. volunteer and this
is the way Lincoln started and now Omaha hopes .to go on
so perhaps maybe we could become the safest city in the
United States 1n our papulation group as Lincaln has •
We need a little seed money and this seed money w111
grow through volunteex s and indeed as Chief Wadman
testified throuph the city itself, we hope to become
self-supportirp.. But you recall what we did to the
city sales tax. Omaha right now does not have those
extra funds but Omaha does have probably the lazgest
aercentage of population...well it does have the
largest pez'centage ai population and also corresponding­
ly has the greatest need because we have the greatest
percentage of crime. Again I call your attention to
the fact tbhs is a vswysmall amount of money. I ask you
to consider it on its own merit and I also say that
Victim Witness Assistance is the greatest crime pre­
vention pragram that you could fund with your money.
Chief Wadman has statistics which convinced him and I


